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*Photographs for the Major County Historical society are courtesy of 

Debbie whiteneck; photographs for the sod house museum are courtesy of 

the Oklahoma historical society’s sod house museum webpage. 



 

  

  

moving to america 

major county historical society 

 

Wagon, p. 70 

P. 70 ‘ “Ach, your big steamer trunk almost fills my little wagon too full,” Herr Martens chuckled. 

“Well, it will make you a fine seat.” ‘ 

Think about: 

Think about moving; have you ever had to pack up all your belongings and move to a new 

community?  A new state?  What do you think it was like for Isaac to move to a new country, where 

he did not know the language? 

 
 

big steamer trunk, p. 18-19 

P. 18-19 ‘Mother used her black Sunday dress to wrap the wall clock, with its single hand stopped at a 

little before ten, and Isaac carried it across the passageway from the house to the barn, where Lena 

tucked it into the steamer trunk.’ 

think about: 
Think about the last time you went on a trip.  How far did you go?  Did you pack a lot?  What items 

did you wish you had once you got there?  Do you think Isaac was scared about the trip? What do you 

think it was like for Isaac to leave everything he knew? 

 
 

train, p. 22 

‘Father and Herr Martens hurried toward some big box-like wagons where men loaded steamer trunks. 

A rumbling noise shook the ground. A huge black machine rolled toward the crowd. Clouds of black 

smoke poured from the top, while puffs of steam spurted around the wheels.’ 

think about: 

Have you ever been on a train?  How far did you get to go?  Were you scared?  What do you think 

Isaac felt when he saw the train? 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the house in America 

sod house museum 

 

sod house, P. 80 

‘The sod house was indeed old and abandoned. Holes in the roof let in both sun and a sudden 

summer shower. Insects flew out of the grass in the walls where the mud plaster had fallen away.’ 

 

 

think about 

Think about your own home.  Is it warm in the winter and cool in the summer?  What do you think it 

would be like to live in a house made of grass and dirt- sod?  What problems might you have?  What 

might be the good things about a sod house? 

 

 

 

 

 

handmade household items, P. 80 

‘Father made brushes and a broom from dry reeds.’ 

 

 

think about 

Pioneers like Isaac and his family often had to make their tools by hand.  How would that be 

different than just being able to go out and buy tools?  Would you take better care of something if 

you knew you could not replace it easily? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

working the land 

major county historical society 

 

walking plow, p. 112 

‘Father took hold of the handles and set the plow’s single share firmly into the earth at the edge 

of the field. “Now we plow.” ‘ 

 

think about:  

Farmers today have tractors to help them plow the fields, but it is still a hard and long job.  Have 

you ever helped to dig a garden?  Why do you think it would be harder to plow somewhere new?  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

harvesting the crop 

major county historical society 

 

turkey red wheat, p. 11, 113 

P. 11 ‘ “Help Lena sort out the best seeds for new crops,” said Tante Maria as she sewed coins into 

Mother’s petticoat.’ 

P. 113 ‘At last Isaac lifted the lid of the steamer trunk and Father pulled out the pottery crock of hard 

Turkey Red winter wheat seed.’ 

 

think about: 

The next time you are out driving around, notice when the wheat ripens.  What color is it?  Does it look 

reddish?  That’s Turkey Red Wheat- just like Isaac’s family planted!  

 
 

 

 

hand tools, p. 76 

‘When the men were home, they made wooden tools – a shovel, pitchfork, rake – and handles for the 

sickle, scythe, and knife blades Father brought in the steamer trunk.’ 

 

think about: 

Some of the tools Isaac and his father used look familiar – a shovel, a rake – and some might not look 

so familiar – a pitchfork, a scythe.  Do you remember what each tool was used for in Isaac’s story? How 

hard do you think it would be for a boy to use those tools? 
 

 

 



 

  
harvesting the crop 

major county historical society 

 

hand tools, p. 76 

‘When the men were home, they made wooden tools – a shovel, pitchfork, rake – and handles for the 

sickle, scythe, and knife blades Father brought in the steamer trunk.’ 

 

think about 

Do you know anyone who has ever made their own tools?  What were those tools for?  How would 

that affect your job to make your own tools?  Do you think it would make the work easier, or harder? 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

celebration 

major county historical society 

 

sausage stuffer & cooking implements, p. 138 

‘Women kneaded a tubful of ground meat. Father and other men stuffed sausage into casings...Isaac 

spotted Mother stirring with a great wooden paddle in a huge kettle that stood over a fire pit.’ 

 

think about: 

Today most of us go to the grocery store to buy food to cook, but Isaac and his family, like many 

pioneers, had to grow or raise their food.  They also had to make it all from scratch. Do you think this was 

healthier?  Why or why not? 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

culture points 

major county historical society 

 

 

Country  school, p. 1 

‘ “Come see the school.” Jake grasped Isaac’s hand. When they were inside, the usually talkative Jake 

became silent, and Isaac surveyed the room. Instead of one long table from front to back, ten desks faced 

forward, five on each side of a center aisle.’ 

 

think about: 

At Isaac’s school, all the grades were in the same room.  Do you think this made it easier to learn, or do 

you think it made it harder to learn?   

 

 

 

german bible, p. 122 

‘Isaac followed Jake to a middle desk on the left side of the room and put his slate, copybook, and German 

Bible on a shelf under the desktop.’ 

 

Think about: 

Isaac was embarrassed because he had to sit up front with the little kids and learn English. Have you ever 

tried to learn another language?  How do you think you would feel if you walked into a classroom where 

you did not know what anyone else was saying?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

culture points 

major county historical society 

 

 

handmade broom, p. 80 

‘Father made brushes and a broom from dry reeds.’ 

 

think about:  

Isaac and his family had to make many of the tools and things they used.  Could you try to make a small 

broom like Isaac’s father did?  How hard would that be to have to make every tool you used? Do you 

think you would take better care of it if you had to make a new one from scratch? 

 

 

wood burning stove p. 81 

‘As they worked, Mother scrubbed a strange little stove.’ 

 

think about:  

The stove that Isaac’s family used is probably a lot different than the stove in your house.  Do you think 

it might have been harder to use a stove like that?   

What might make it harder to use?   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sponsors 

     

 

Fairview City Library 

& Fairview Friends of the library 

115 S. 6th Ave, P. O. Box 419 

Fairview, OK 73737 

Ph: 580-227-2190 

Hrs: M-F 830am-600pm, SA 900am-1200pm 

Website: www.fairviewoklibrary.org 

Email: librarian@fairviewok.org 

 

Major County Historical Society 

P. O. Box 555, 1.5 miles east of Fairview on Hwy. 58 

Fairview, OK  73737 

Ph: 580-227-2265 

Hrs: 11/1 thru 4/1-by appt.; 4/1 thru 10/31- 10am-3pm 

Please call ahead 

Website:  http://www.mchsok.net 

Email: mchsok@yahoo.com 

 

Sod House Museum 

4628 State Highway 8 

Aline, OK  73716 

Ph. 580-463-2441 

Website: https://www.okhistory.org/sites/sodhouse 

 

City of Fairview     

123 S. 6th Ave. 

Fairview, OK  73737 

Ph: 580-227-4416 

Hrs: 830am-430pm 

Website: www.fairviewok.org 

Email: cmanager@fairviewok.org` 


